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Kathleen M. Sullivan is a partner at the global litigation firm Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, 
LLP, where she chairs the national appellate practice.  She is the first and still the only woman name 
partner at any Am Law 100 firm.  Ms. Sullivan was previously a professor of constitutional law.  She 
served on the faculty of Harvard Law School as an assistant professor of law from 1984 to 1989 and 
professor of law from 1989 to 1993.  She then joined the Stanford Law School faculty, where she 
served as professor of law and Stanley Morrison Professor of Law from 1993 to 2012. 
 
In her years as a law professor at Harvard and Stanford, Ms. Sullivan taught a generation of students 
constitutional law and published numerous law review articles on a range of constitutional topics 
including federalism, separation of powers, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, equal protection 
and the jurisprudence of the Supreme Court.  Since 1997, she has been the co-author of Gerald 
Gunther’s classic casebook Constitutional Law, now forthcoming in its 20th edition.  
 
In 1999, Ms. Sullivan was named the eleventh Dean of Stanford Law School, the first woman dean 
at any of any school at Stanford.  She served as dean until 2004, and in that time made fifteen faculty 
appointments, established the clinical faculty, renovated the school’s classrooms and library, created 
the first major wireless law school, launched numerous academic centers, started the school’s first 
LL.M. program for foreign lawyers, and raised over $100 million in gifts to the school. 
 
Widely recognized as one of the nation’s top appellate litigators, Ms. Sullivan has argued eleven 
times in the U.S. Supreme Court and numerous cases in the federal and state appellate courts and 
the federal district courts.  Her appellate experience has spanned a wide range of subjects from 
constitutional law to antitrust, copyright, patent, trademark, trade secret, commercial contract, 
insurance, banking and securities cases. 
 
Ms. Sullivan holds a B.A. (1976) with Distinction in All Subjects from Cornell University, where she 
was a Telluride Scholar, College Scholar, and Phi Beta Kappa; a second B.A. (1978) from the 
University of Oxford, which she attended through the courtesy of the British government as a 
Marshall Scholar; and a J.D. (1981) from Harvard Law School, where she won the Ames Moot 
Court competition.   
 
An elected member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Philosophical 
Society, and the American Law Institute, Ms. Sullivan has also received various honors and 
recognitions, and the National Law Journal has repeatedly named her to its occasional list of The 100 
Most Influential Lawyers in America. 
 


